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EARL   OF   NORTHBROOK
1872-1876
rpHOMAS GEORGE BARING, afterwards Lord and
JL Earl of Nbrthbrook, was bom in Cumberland Street,
London, on 22nd January 1826,. the eldest son of Sir
Francis Baring, 3rd Baronet, of Stratton Park, Hants, by
Jane, daughter of the Hon. Sir George Grey, brother of
Earl Grey, the Whig Prime Minister. The Barings,
originally a German family, had settled in England early
in the eighteenth century and had founded a prosperous
banking firm; and for a hundred years they had been
distinguished in finance. The grandfather of Thomas had
been Chairman of the East India Company; while his
father, a Whig M.P., had been Chancellor of the Exchequer
under Lord Melbourne and Mrst Lord of the Admiralty
under Lord John Russell
After a private education Thomas Baring went to
Christ Church, where he took a second class in classics, and
then served as private secretary to several Liberal states-
men. In 1848 he married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry
Charles Sturt of Crichel and sister of the 1st Lord Alington..
In 1857 he was elected M.P, for Penrhyn and Falmouth;
and almost at once Lord Palmerston gave Mm office:as
Civil Lord of the Admiralty. Two years later he became
Under -Secretary to Sir Charles Wood,. Secretary of State,
for India; and after having filled the same place at the
Home Office in 1866 he succeeded his father, who had*
just been created a peer, as 2nd Lord Norfchbrook, His
wife died in thfe following year.
For a short time he now occupied himself with Ms estates
in Hampshire* until in Gladstone's Ministry of 1868 he
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